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RCPCH Child Protection Standing Committee (CPSC)   
 
Key updates February-May 2021: please share this briefing 
of updates with any relevant colleagues working across 
safeguarding and child protection. 
 
 

Dear Colleagues, 
 
I hope you are all well. I am writing to give you an update on the work of the Committee and 
information on other key areas and publications you might find useful.  I wanted to make you 
aware that the Independent Review of Children’s Social Care has been published. The RCPCH has 
made initial comments on our website here. In addition, can I bring to your attention to the Child 
Safeguarding Practice Review Panel: National child safeguarding practice review into the murders 
of Arthur Labinjo-Hughes and Star Hobson which has now been published. We will need time to 
study both of these reports in greater detail before making further comments. 
 
If you have any concerns or questions about any matter relating to safeguarding children please 
contact the Health Policy team via health.policy@rcpch.ac.uk. 
 
Best wishes 

Alison   
Alison Steele, RCPCH Officer for Child Protection. 
 
Work of the RCPCH Child Protection Standing Committee  
Below is a summary of some of the pieces of work that are currently being discussed and 
undertaken by the Committee: 
 

• Modern Slavery and Human Trafficking guidance for paediatricians was ratified at the 
Child Protection Standing Committee. 

• We updated position on age assessments in our refugee and unaccompanied asylum 
seeking CYP guidance which was communicated to government. 

• Work is ongoing to update the Peer Review guidance and mandatory reporting position 
statement. 

• Discussions are being held with doctors for child death around RCPCH role in supporting 
them. 

• Proposal for leading on updating the Safeguarding Children and Looked After Children 
intercollegiate document is being produced. 

• RCPCH and Family Justice Council joint document on Paediatricians and Health 
professionals as expert witnesses is due to be updated shortly. 

• There is ongoing work on a number of publications, see section below for more details. 

Committee vacancies  
The Child Protection Standing Committee will shortly be inviting applications for a Looked-after 
Children (LAC) Representative. This role is to support the Officer for Child Protection (OCP) to 
carry out their duties, with a focus on looked-after children (LAC) and taking forward the 
development of the College’s health policy and training programme in relation to LAC. 

Keep an eye out for this volunteering opportunity here. 

Recent and Upcoming publications 

Child Protection Portal 
A range of our publications and other child protection resources including the Child Protection 
Companion can be found on the RCPCH Child Protection Portal.  

https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/news-events/news/rcpch-responds-independent-review-childrens-social-care
mailto:health.policy@rcpch.ac.uk
https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/resources/child-modern-slavery-human-trafficking-guidance
https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/resources/refugee-unaccompanied-asylum-seeking-children-young-people-guidance-paediatricians
https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/resources/refugee-unaccompanied-asylum-seeking-children-young-people-guidance-paediatricians
https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/membership/volunteering-opportunities/health-policy
https://childprotection.rcpch.ac.uk/?utm_source=Royal%20College%20Of%20Paediatrics%20and%20Child%20Health&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=11591614_Child%20protection%20special%20update%20-%20COVID-19%20resources&dm_t=0%2C0%2C0%2C0%2C0
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Most RCPCH members can access the portal. Options for access by non-members and 
organisations can be found here. To find out more about subscribing for a team or organisation, 
please contact child.protection@rcpch.ac.uk 
 
Latest updates to the Child Protection Evidence reviews: 
The Child Protection Evidence reviews on Neglect and Oral injuries are currently being updated.  
Updating of the Dental Neglect, Bites and Spinal evidence reviews will begin later this year. 
These reviews are part of the Child Protection Evidence systematic review series available on the 
RCPCH Child Protection Portal.  
 
Updates to the Child Protection Companion:  
The following chapters of the Child Protection Companion have been updated:  

• Ch 7 Consent, confidentiality and information sharing 
• Ch 12 Emotional Abuse 
• Ch 15 Infant and Child Death 
• New chapter on: Looked after children 

 
The following chapters of the Child Protection Companion are being updated:  

• Ch 17 Photo-documentation 
• New chapter on: FGM 
• New chapter on: Digital Harm 
 

The Child Protection Companion can be accessed via the RCPCH Child Protection Portal. 

 
Education 
A full range of virtual and eLearning Safeguarding courses can be found on our website. 

• Statement and report writing – England/Wales (Level 3)  
• Supporting named and designated paediatricians for Looked After Children. 

 
Other opportunities 

Child protection service delivery standards audit  

The RCPCH will be commencing an audit of the Child protection service delivery standards in Q3 
2022. To find out more, please register your interest to participate via this survey or contact Karina 
Green at CPaudit@rcpch.ac.uk. 

The Age Estimation Science Advisory Committee (AESAC)  

The Age Estimation Science Advisory Committee (AESAC) currently have a number of vacancies 
and are looking for members. The committee's main function is to provide the Home Office’s 
Chief Scientific Adviser with independent advice on the estimation of chronological age in the 
living. Interested members can find more information on the committee and details of how to 
apply on the AESAC website - GOV.UK (https://www.gov.uk). The application deadline: 11pm 
Monday 13 June 2022. 

Stay in touch 

The Child Protection Standing Committee meets three times a year and summaries of our work 
are made available on the RCPCH Child Protection Portal. An email linking to these summaries is 
sent to all those who have updated their contact preferences on the RCPCH website to receive 
updates about child protection. 

For further information please contact: health.policy@rcpch.ac.uk. 

https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/key-topics/child-protection/portal
mailto:child.protection@rcpch.ac.uk
https://childprotection.rcpch.ac.uk/child-protection-companion/
https://childprotection.rcpch.ac.uk/?utm_source=Royal%20College%20Of%20Paediatrics%20and%20Child%20Health&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=11591614_Child%20protection%20special%20update%20-%20COVID-19%20resources&dm_t=0%2C0%2C0%2C0%2C0
https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/resources/safeguarding-learning-resources
https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/education-careers/courses/rcpch-course/statement-report-writing-englandwales-level-3-online-0
https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/education-careers/courses/rcpch-course/supporting-named-designated-paediatricians-looked-after
https://eu.surveymonkey.com/r/98CSYHY
file://///filesvr03.college.rcpch.ac.uk/home/zarar/Committees/Child%20Protection%20Standing%20Committee/Child%20protection%20bulletin/CPaudit@rcpch.ac.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/groups/age-estimation-science-advisory-committee#vacancies
mailto:health.policy@rcpch.ac.uk

